HOW GAVIN BIRSE PUT IT TO MAG tOWXIE

" Well, ye went wif him,1' suggested Jess,
who wanted to bring Tammas to the point.

*' Ay,'* said the stone-breaker, " but no in
sic a hurry as that."

He worked his mouth round and round, to
clear the course, as it were, for a sarcasm,

" Fowk often say/' he continued, " 'at
'am quick beyond the ordinar* in seein' the
humorous side o' things."

Here Tammas paused, and looked at us,

" So ye are, Tammas/' said Hendry.
" Losh, ye mind hoo ye saw the humorous side
o' me wearin* a pair o' boots 'at wisna marrows t
No, the ane had a toe-piece on, an' the other
hadna."

" Ye juist wore them sometimes when ye was
deivinV broke in Jess, " ye have as guid a
pair o' boots as ony in Thrums/'

" Ay, but I had worn them," said Hendry,
" at odd times for mair thaa a year, an' I had
never seen the humorous side o' them. Well,
as fac as death (here he addressed me), Tammas
had juist seen them twa or three times when
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